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ple of California, and what may be right for
the people of Georgla may not be right for
the people of Hawail.

The Senate of the Unlted States is the
last bastion within our Federal system
wherein the rights of the States and the
rights of the minorities are protected. With-
out freedom of debate in the Senate, the
United States eventually will go the way of
the unlimited democracies; we will reach
the stage where a misgulded majority can de-
stroy the liberties and rights of indlividual
cltizens in the name of some currently pop-
ular cause.

It should not be forgotten by those who
would suppress and gag freedom of debate,
that popular opinion can be 3 fickle instru-
ment. Causes that may be popular today
may very quickly sink into a sea of unpopu-
larity, as the noble experlment of prohibi-
tlon demonstrated. Those who find them-
selves on the majority slde of an issue to-
day may find themselves cast in the minor-
ity position tomorrow.

. Tt 1s surely conceivable, and perhaps prob-
able, that the day will come when, through
some fluke of public emotion, the Senate
is in the hands of the zealots of the, left or
the right. Those who shout for giving
“the majority its way at once” should pon-
der the counsequences of this if the Senate
should come under the control of political
extremists of whatever brand.

~ I cannot, therefore, escape the conclusion
that those who advocate restricting the
rights of the minority by curtailing freedom
of speech in the Senate may be sowing the
seeds of thelr own downfall on some future
question of burning national interest.

An untrammeled Senate exercising free
and full debate has served this Nation well
for 176 years. I do not know of a single
plece of legislation vital to the welfare of the
country that has been killed by a filibuster,
But many bad and vicious bills have been
delayed, modified, and sometimes defeated
because a Senator or group of Senators pos-
sessed the courage and the conviction to talk
and talk until they were able to expose the
harmful and tnjurious provisions—even if it
meant flying In the teeth of an Impatient
and wrathful majority.

I would be the last to deny that theré
have been abuses of freedom of debate in
the Senate. There also have been abuses
of freedom of speech, freedom of the press,
and all othet constitutional guarantees. It
15 an abuse when the press, radio, and tele~
vision ralse the cry of “filibuster” rather
than report to the country the valid argu-
ments and position of the minority.

Though few fairminded persons would
deny that there have been abuses In the con-
stitutional’ freedoms enjoyed by all Ameri-
cans, none would advocate striking these
basic guarantees from the Constitution. By
the same token, freedom of debate in the Sen-
ate should not be destroyed on the pretext
that 16 1s sometimes abused.

The present rules of the Senate are wholly
adequate to prevent unjustified obstruction
-of the work of the Senate and the passage of
vital legislation. Cloture can be invoked to
stop debate on any matter before the Sen-
ate by a vote of two-thirds of the Members
present and voting.

In recent years, a determlned campalgn has
been waged to descredit the right of full de-
bate in the Senate—and thereby to discredit
the Senate as an institution of Government—
through the specious charge that the Senate
is the “graveyard’ for civil rights legislation.
This charge is utterly absurd and without
foundation on its face. Both the Civil Rights
Acts of 1857 and 1960—which have been
hatled endlessly by their proponents as the
only legislation of this type to pass Congress
since Reconstruction—were approved by the
Senate after prolonged debate and discussion.
Opponents of the legislation were criticized
in both years for filibustering.
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In 1957 and 1960, the opponents directed
thelr speeches specifically to the 1ssues and
questions raised by the legislation, They
spoke at length, 1t is true, but their speeches

contained facts and arguments as to why the
minority thought the legislation to be in con-
flict with the best interests of the country
and with the Constitution.

It should be recalled that fewer than 20
Senators voted agalnst final passage of both
these bills—a number woefully inadequate to
have prevented closure had two-thirds of
the Senate desired to close debate.

The plain fact is that a majority of the
Senate was not thwarted on these occasions
because of determined opposition by a mi-
nority of Senators. In 1960, there were al-
most 30 rollcall votes on various phases of the
bill—including Anal passage—which were de-
clded one way or another by & majority.
These votes included an attempt to invoke
cloture which failed by a vote of 42 yeas to
b3 nays—well below even a majority:

It is true, of course, that the action of a
majority with respect to the civil rights bills
may not have satisfled either the dedicated
advocates or opponents of this type of legis-
lation. But the point is that a majority of
the Senate was able to work its will and was
able to pass the leglslation within the exist-
ing rules of debate.

Indeed, these rules have enabled the Senate
to function as a legislative body without sert-
ous detriment to the welfare of the United
States throughout our history. They have
enabled the Senate to discourage and prevent
excesses by the temporary majority of the
moment that may seek drastic change for
selfish or partisan galn.

Freedom of debate in the Senate, so long as
it is preserved, serves as a protection of the
Jfundamental rights and lberties for which
‘men for thousands of years have fought sac-
rificed, and died.

THE OHIO RIVER FLOOD—PRESI-
DENT JOHNSON'S SUPERB RE-
SPONSE

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, in
the last few days the Ohio River has gone
on a rampage that has caused millions of
dollars of damage, the loss of some lives,
and serious hardship for tens of thou-
sands of peaple.

The President of the United States has
acted with -remarkable alacrity and ef-
ficiency. I am very greatly impressed
with the action taken by the President
to meet this crisis. The President called
together the Governors of the five States
most seriously affected—the Governors
of Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, West Vir-
ginia, and Ohio. ~ He called on the prin-
cipal Federal officials responsible for
providing assistance under these circum-
stances: Director McDermott of the Of-
fice of Emergency Planning; Secretary
Freeman of Agriculture; Administrator
Foley of Small Business Administration;
Administrator Whitton of Roads; Gen-
eral Wilson, Corps of Engineers, and
from outside government: General
Gruenther, president of the Red Cross.

These—the principal men who could
act and bring relief—were flown, together
with the President, over the flooded Ohio
atlow levels. They inspected the damage
and every Governor was in-a position
to determine instantly and in detail just
what the Federal Government could and
would do to help. And the President
was right there to back him up.

'Those of us who recall President John-
son’s remarkable efficiency as majority
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leader of the Senate can appreciate how
swiftly and brilliantly he organized the
farflung power and influence of the
Federal Government in this flood crisis.

When the President, the Governors,
and other officials landed in Cincinnati,
Governor- Kerner of Illinois said that in
all his political career he had hever seen
an example of greater concern or effi-
ciency.

I think this is an outstanding example
of the very great asset the American
people have in their Chief Executive. In
this nuclear and missile age, this time
in which we are challenged by militant
world communism, it is most reassuring
to know that the American people have
a President of such great energy and
such great organizational ability, con-
cern, and efficiency, and one who is able
decisively and swiftly to focus all the
power and ability of this Nation to meet
a crisis.

What a great relief to Americans to
see this demonstration of the decisive,
able, firm hand at the helm of our Nation.

THE PRESIDENT MEETS THE
PEOPLE .

Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr. President, the
President’s appearance on national
television March 15 reassured and
pleased the American people.

He showed himself to be relaxed, con-
fident, and unafraid. What the Ameri-
can people saw was & sound, philosophi-
cal statesman, and the kind of Presi-
dent we all hope for—a man who is in
tune with the feelings and the aspira-
tions of this total country and who has
the courage to-make decisions that have
to be made.

The New York Times editorially com-
mented on this television presentation

- which expressed as its theme President

Johnson’s determination to see that the
American people get a “bettter deal.”

I ask unanimous consent to have the
editorial printed in the Recorp at this
point. :

There being no objection the editorial
was ordered to be printed in the REcorbp,
as follows:

At HoME WITH THE PRESIDENT

Meet Liyndon Johnson. Millions of Amer-
icans may well have had the feeling last
evening that they were doing so for the first
time. President Kennedy showed, when this
formula was first used, how successful it
could be in humanizing an exalted and awe-
some position. The Presidency of the United
States, as many have sald, is a lonely emi-
nence. A friendly conversation with three
astute and experienced commentators, corn-
ing informally through the televislon screens
into every home in the land, is a splendid
way of brlnging the White House to the
people.

If it was an ordeal, President Johnson sur-
mounted and survived: it well. He sounded
relaxed, and he was reasonably frank in his
answers. The public was let in on some inti-
mate history of the dramatic hours and days
that succeeded President Kennedy's assassi-
natlon. The sense of the need for continulty
of the constitutional and democratic process
that Mr. Johnson showed in November was
a great contribution to American history,
and a very successful one.

The President might have been more pre-
cise, and less political, in his discussion of
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the need to be better prepared than we are
now for a succession to the Presldency. But
he did make 1t plain for the Arst tim'e that
he belleves a procedure ought to be devised
for replacing the Vice President when he
moves up. The fact that this is a presi-
dential election year kept Intruding, but an
expert llke Lyndon Johnson is hardly one
to make politlcal Indiscrétions on or off tele-
vislon.

Some may have found in him a bit too
much complacency and self-satiafaction, but
if political leaders did not have self-assurance
they would not be leaders. As Mr. Johnson
sald: “I am the only President this country
has. I am dolng the best I can i{n it end
I am enjoying what I am dolng.”

He would llke to be labeled as “a progres-
sive who 1s prudent.”” HNobody can go wrong
on that formula, or on the deslre to be “a
people’s President.” He was right to say
that we are not lving in a world where “all
we need to do is smash A button and de-
termine everybody's foreign pollicy.**

No doubt, the real flash of inspiration in
the hour's talk was when President Johnson
was asked to put “a hendy label” on his
sdmioistration, along the lines of the New
Deal, Falr Deal, or New Frontier.

;‘I suppose all'of us want a better deal,” he
said.

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR
ALLTANCE FOR PROGRESS

Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, the
Inter-American Commititee for the Alli-
ance for Progress was formed last No-
vember in Sdao Paulo, Brazil. It is a re~
sponse to the need to increase the joint
action and contribution of the Latin
American nations within the Alliance for
Progress. It Is a forum in which the
Latin Americans themselves will analyze
and critlcize each other’s performance.
This Committee meets in Washington,
today, to inaugurate Carlos Sanz Santa-
maria, an outstanding former Minlster
ol Finence In Colombia and former dis-
tinguished Ambassador to the United
States, as Chairman and the seven
county representatives, There is every
reason to hope that it will strengthen the
machinery of the inter-American system,

Experience with the Marshall plan
{llusirates that self-criticism and joint
saction within the framework of a group
of natlons striving to help themselves i3
a key element in the effectiveness of any
general developmental undertaking in
which the United States participates.
The Inter-American Commlittee for the
Alllance for Progress offers the promise
of accelerating the evolution of the
Alliance and of meaking more effective
the U.S. contribution to the Alliance.

President Johnson has demonstrated
the great importance with which his ad-
ministration views the creation of the
Inter-American Committee by appoint-
ing, as the permanent U.S. representa-
tive, Ambassador Teodoro Moscoso. By
background and experience as well as by
the esteem In which he Is held in the
United States and throughout Latin
Amerlca, Ambassador Moscosc WRS An
ideal cholce. I am confident, Mr. Presl-
dent. that he will continue to serve in
this new assignment with the lmegina-
tion, dedlcation, and understanding
which has characterlzed his past contri-
butions to the policies of this Natlon and
to the progress of the hemlisphere,

All his energles and abllities, as well
as those of his colleagues on the com-
mittee wlil be necded if 1t Is to fulfll its
mandate. There is much to be done and
vast obstacles to be surmountied. The
effect of centurles of economic and social
deprivation will not be dispelled in a few
short years.

Our support and our understanding,
Mr. President, is vital to the Alllance for
Progress and it will be s significant fac-
tor In the effectiveness of this new Com-
mittee rs one of its prineipal instru-
ments. The Committee can be confl-
dent of the support of the United States
in its effarts to make more effective
intensified Latin American effdrts for
joint action in self-help.

.\\

~

SIX MORE AMERICANS KILLED IN
VIETNAM

Mr. GRUENING. Mr. President, to-
day's paper carries the sad news that
six more American fighting men have
died in battle in South Vietnam.

Each addltional loss of an American
life in those far-off jungles poses with
inereased insistence the guestion: What
are American soldlers doing fighting
and dying in South Vietnam? Why are
we there? Why have we been there for
10 years?

As I have previously pointed out,
President Johnson has inherited the
mess in South Vietnam. On the basis
ol the reports brought back by Secrelary
of Defense McNamara he is now reassess-
sing our position In Vietnam. As I rec-
ommended last week, I hope that as &
result of his taking a hard look at the
situation which he {nherited, he will
come to the conclusion that since thls
in reality s a civil war between the
Bouth Vietnamese themselves we should
withdraw American fighting men from
the front lines. If the South Vietnamese
have the will and the spirit to fight the
Vietcong we can be as cffective by sup-
plying them with the materials with
which to fight. But we should not waste
or risk the life of & single additional
American flghting man there.

This morning’'s paper also brings word
of the turning of Cambodla to Peiping.
Despite almost half a billlon Amerlean
dollars in economic and military =ald,
Prince Narodom Sihanouk of Cambodie
is veering to Red China. Now South
Vietnam has Peiping-oriented nelghbors
to the north and west. This is an addi-
tional reason—Iif it is needed—Ior with-
drawing our troops from the front.

I ask unanimous consent that news
stories from this morning's New York
Times dealing with Cambodia and South
Vietnam be printed in the RecorDp &t the
conclusion of my remerks.

There being no objection, the articles
were ordered to be printed in the REcoap,
as follows:

CAMBODIANS GET Pzrring ARMBE Amm—BrHaN-
OUK TrLis CHINA ENVOY Two ARMIES “"Ex-
TEND HANDS''—DEINIES AGCRESSIVE ATME
PNoMPENH, Campopia, March 15 —Cam-

bodlia received a shipment of Chinese Com-

munist military sld today. Prince Norodom

Sihanouk sald it arrlved “at a crucial mo-

ment in our natlonal existence.”

Government sources reported Prince Bihan-
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ouk's acceptance speech at Pochentong Alr-
port, but did not say whet the shipment
contalned.

“Since our Hberation from conditional
American ald,” the Cambodian Chlef of
Btate told the Chinese Comraunist Ambassa-
dor, "our two armies have heen able frater-
nally to extend hands.

“This aid s not conceived, as Thalland
maintalns, to menace the peace and encour-
age Cambodis to become aggressive,” the
Prince declared. “Our only worry is to have
sufficlent millitary force to dissunde instiga-
tors of imperialistic war who menace the
Cambodian peace.”

He sald it was certaln that if China, the
Boviet Union, France, and Yugoslavia had
not helped militarily without conditions after
Cambodia renounced U.S, pid, our enemies
would elready have struck out offensively
against Cambodia.

MOBT DANGEROUS FERIOD

“We are presently living ia the most dan-
gerous period of our contemporary history,”
the Prince asserted. “Thalland has sald
cynically that she will never agree to recog-
nize our right to live free, neutrally, and
In our territorial integrity.”

The Cambodian leader sald that Prince
Souvanna Phouma, neutrallst premier of
Laos, "now espouses an aggressive policy in
the northern territory."

Prince Sihanouk sald a Cambodian delega-
tion would leave soon for Hanol, capltol of
North Vietnam, to negotiate frontier accords
and establish fraternal relations with the
Pathet Lao, the leftlat faction in Laos.

A Camhodian military mission has been in
Peking. It recelved assurances yesterday of
Tull support from Communist China should
Cambodia “encounter an arined invasion in-
stigated by the United States and its vassal
states,” In the words of Qen. Lo Jui-
ching. chlel of staff of the Chinese Commu-
nist army.

Prince Sihanouk has had long-standing
border disputes with nelghboring Thalland
and South Vietnam. His resentment at
T8. support for those two countries
culminated late 1Iast year when he
dropped American aid and ordered his Am-
bassador home from Washington.

Later the Prince proposed a 14-nation con-~
ference to guarantes his country’s neutrality.
Nothing came of that and hs later suggested
that the Unlted Btates, Thalland and South
Vietnam meet with Cambodia and sign an
agreement guaranteeing her frontier.

The four-nation idea wus favorably re-
celved by the Unlted States and South Viet-
nam, but Prince Bthanouk withdrew the pro-
posal later. Then he began talking about
military elllances with Communist China
and North Vietnam.

RARLIER AID RECALLED

In the past, Cambodia has recelved some
ald—none of it milltary—rrom the Soviet
Union, Communist China, Japan and Yugo-
slavia.

They sent gifts or made loans that helped
Cambodia buy so-chlled lusxury items. The
Chinese Communists sent a mission in Jan-
uary to advise In setting up a state Import-
export company. France offered military aid
last month, including tanks. training planes
and trucks.

U.8. economic and military ald to Cam-
bodia came to #30 million a year for 8 years
until last November.

Prince Sihanouk renounced Amerlean as-
sistance after he charged that Washington
was supporting Cambodian rebel groups.
The United States denled tt.e charges. The
friction was made worse by Washington's dis-
pleasure over -what it considered a derogatory
refersnce on the Cambodien radio to the
death of President Kennedy. The Phompenh
regime denied any blur.

Approved For Release 2005/02/10 : CIA-RDP66B00403R000200130021-1



1964 ~

Prince Sihanouk subsequently. Insisted he
wanted Cambodia's neutrality guaranteed.
Prince Souvanna Phouma of Laos said that
he thought the Cambodian leader was hot
bluffing, and that he would turn to the Com-
munist bloc if Cambodia’s neutrality was not
guaranteed. The Laotian leader said, how-
ever, that he was convinced Prince Sihanouk
did not want to abandon the non- =-Commu=~
nist world.

Six U.S. ARMEN DIE As REDS IN VIETNAM
DowN Two ATRCRAFT .

SarcdN, SouTH VIETNAM, March 15—Com-
munist ground fire downed a U.S, helicopter
aend a spotter plane in separate actions In
South Vietnam this weekend. B8ix Amerlcan
alrmen were killed.

Elsewhere, South Vietnamese forces, op-
erating near the Cambodian border, captured
about 300 suspected Communist Vietcong
fighters, 35 of whom Immediately asked to
Jjoin Government forces. In this operation,
at Cal Cal, 17 Vietcong were killed and a
U.S. Army sergeant was wounded by & land
mine. Government losses were put at four
wounded. ’

The prisoners were flown to Tan IHlep, 50
miles west of Salgon, aboard U.S. Alr Force
transport planes. On arrival .they were
marched off under guard in column forma-
tion, hands on their heads.

U.S. ADVISERS PLEASED

American advisers In the area sald the op-~
eration was the most satisfactory perform-
ance by the South Vietnamese Army in
months.

“Speed and mobllity of armored personnel
carrler troops were excellent,” one adviser
sald. “Rangers who rode with them-were ag-
gressive, alr strikes and air reconnaissance
were well coordinated with ground move-
ments, local strike forces knew their area,
the airlift moved without prior notice and
we caught the Vietcong by surprise.”

Nearly all the suspected guerrillas captured
were without weapons, and 50 denied in in-
terrogation at Tan Hiep that they were Com-
munists, Hundreds of women and children
came into the region later pleading that all
the captured men be released. .

Some of these women grabbed the legs of
goldiers, and others tried to storm a bridge
over a canal leading to the Cai Cal outpost.

A TU.S. adviser, who speaks Vietnamese,
sald that emotional outburst might have
been inspired by the Vietcong.

Four of the U.S. airmen who were killed
were aboard a hellcopter that was hit during
a Government operation today in Ba Xuyen
Province, 100 miles south of Saigon.

The other two airmen were aboard an I—-19
spotter plane that was knocked down by
guerrilla fire northeast of Saigon, near the
South China Sea coast yesterday.

A U.8. spokesman sald three men aboard
" the helicopter were killed instantly and the
fourth died while being flown to Saigon.

. Government troops in the two operation
. areas killed 12 Vietcong guerrillas and had
mptured 2 by late this afternoon.

GIVE THE NEGRO A CHANCE AND
HE WILL CONTRIBUTE GREATLY
TO AMERICA -

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, one
of the far too common and most
damaging fallacies in America is that
the Negro child has less intelligence and
ability than the white child.

Dr. Samuel Shepard, a great man and
a great school administrator, has shown
the world How very wrong this is.

Six years ago in the Banneker School
District—an  overwhelmingly Negro
school district—the Negro children of
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the district scored far below the national
average; fewer in the intellectually
superior classification, far more in the
below average classiflcation.

But in the past 6 years Dr. Shepard
has succeeded with great ifgenuity in
instilling drive and motivation into these
children and with what magnificent re-
sults. Let me quote just briefly from an
article in the March issue of the Reader’s
Digest about what Dr. Shepard accom-

plished:

Dr. Shepard invited parents to meetings
to talk about their children’s schoolwork
and future. At flrst there was only a trickle
of Interest, but he persevered. Making the
rounds of his 23 schools, he spoke night
after night. He concentrated on dollars-
and-cents Agures showlng that a high school
graduate can expect to earn perhaps $4,600
a year, a college graduate 86,300 and up
while the unskilled can expect only $2,000
to $8,000—if indeed automation doesn’t steal
his job. As the Shepard gospel spread, the
turnout at these meetings jumped to 400
and 500 persons.

“What do you want us to do?” parents
asked.

“See that your children have a time and
place to do their homework,” Shepard sald.
“Shut off the radio and TV. Look over and
slgn homework assighment notebooks each
week. And get your kids to school every day,
on time. People say the Negro is shiftless.
If this is true, the place to cure it is at
school.”

Such counseling, routine for most chil-
dren, was unprecedented in the Negro slums.
It took hold. Parents eagerly signed a pledge
of cooperation. School attendance that first
year improved, as well as study habits and
scholarship. "

Shepard also set about motivating his
principals and teachers. ‘‘Stop teaching by
I1.Q.” he sald. “You know that Mary tested
119, so you urge her on, draw her out, en-
courage her. But Johnny tested only 74. So,
when he doesn't respond, you pat him on the
head and say, ‘You've been a good boy, and
‘you can clean the blackboard.” I'm asking
you to roll up your sleeves and teach as if
every kid had an I1.Q. of 120.”

The result of all this, Mr. President,
has been a dramatic reversal in Dr.
Bhepard’s school district. The echil-
dren are now scoring as well as all Amer-
ican children throughout the country.

When Dr, Shepard started this drive
for inecentive and ambition among ‘the
Negro pupils, the distriet had 47 percent
below’ average, 46 percent average, and
only 7 percent in the top level, Today
those figures have been almost reversed.
Only 11 percent are in the low division,
and 22 percent are superior.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that this article from the March
Reader’s Digest entitled “Is the Negro
Equal in Intelligence and Ability?” be
printed in the REcorp at this point.

There beihg no objection, the a.r(;icle.

was ordered to be printed in the REecorp,
as follows:
Is THE Neero EQUAL IN INTELLIGENCE AND;
ABILITY?
(By Paul Friggens)

Mile after mile, the socoty Negro slums,
spread out from downtown St. Louls. In
the littered yards and dark doorways of rot-
ting, century-old red-brick tenements, idle
men sit and talk. In the midst of this
blight stands a high-rise housing develop-
ment, occupled by low-income laborers and,
domestics and overrun with 7,000 shouting

- And what an accomplishment {t is.
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ehildren, With a young teacher from this
school distriet, I knock on the door of a
typical apartment in the already run-down-
looking . development.

An. expectant mother, surrounded by her
brood of children, answers, The rooms are
barren, and devoid of amenities, but there is
one surprise. On the table lies a dictlonary.
“I makes 'em use It when they studies,”
the mother says proudly. “I want for my
children to get an education and grow up
and be something'.”

Behind, the dictionary s the story of Dr.
Samuel Shepard, Jr., assistant superintend-
ent of St. Louis’s Banneker School District,
a 15-square-mile area wlth 23 elementary
schools serving some 16,000 culturally dis-
advantaged children—almost all Negro—and
staffed by 600 Negro teachers. Four years ago,
when Dr. Shepard discovered that the St.
Loulis schools were discarding 6,000 used dic-
tionarles for a new edition, he arranged to
have them sold for 25 cents each to the
families in his district.

TRAINING AND SELF-RESPECT

That secondhand dictionary—for many
the first book they ever owned—is a symbol of
Dr. B8hepard’s accomplishment in the slums.
In only
6 years, the crusading educator has given the
lie to the image of Negro inferiority, In his
elementary schools he has raised the general
achlevement level of his Negro pupils to the
national norm for whites. Moreover, In at-
tendance, some Negro schools outrank the
white in St, Louls,

Dr. Willlam Kottmeyer, deputy superin-
tendent of St. Louis schools, told me, “Dr.
Shepard dares to tell Negro boys and girls,
‘Quit erying. Rise above your environment.’
He Is giving the Negro training and self-
respect.”

One morning I drove out to Dr. Shepard's
office at Bannecker Elementary School. At
the bell, clean bright-looking youngsters
marched down corridors whose walls were
dotted with colorful posters: “Reading Is
the Key That Opens All Locks” and “There’s
a Place for You in the Community—If You Te
Prepared.”

“We keep driving that home,” Shepard said.
“The Negro 16 low man on the totem pole—
the last hired, first fired. He has never pre-
pared himself for a job or had much ambi-
tion, because he had llttle opportunity or
place to go. But I tell them that it’s a. new
day; with eduecation and preparation, Negroes
can take their places with whites.”

Colleagues say that b6-year-old Shepard
works 14- and 16-hour days and stays with
a problem like a dog with a bone, A trim,
athletic-looking and. highly disciplined man,
he welghs himself every payday, and keeps
15 years of weight records alongside his de-
posit records. .Until he began coaching and
teaching in St. Louls, however, he didn’t have
much need for & bank book. Reared in
poverty in Kansas City, Mo., he worked his
way through high school and educated two
sisters as well. - Washing pots and pans, he
won his -bachelor’s and master’s degrees at
the Unlversity of Michigan, and 26 years
later earned his doctor’s degree there.

Shepard’s crusade was sparked 6 years ago
when the St. Louis secondary schools changed
over to the track system of academic rating:
Track 1, superior; track 2, average; track 3,
below average. When the children of St.
Louls were given the Iowa bhasic skill tests,

"the results showed that the majority of Negro

children ranked low. Only 7 percent of Ban-
neker district schoolchildren were certified to
track 1; only 10.6 percent of 6,000 youngsters
in the primary grades were reading at text-
book level. This simply confirmed what
studies elsewhere in the United States had
revealed: Negro children score, on the aver-
age, 6 months to 4 years behind white chil-
dren of the same age and grade.
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Shepard refused to accept thia rating as
permanent. “We know there is nothing in-
herent in the Negro to explain this showing,™
he toll 8 meeting of school principals, “"Giv-
en the same opportunlties and motivation,
our puplls can measure up to the whites.
But firet we must convince their families
that an education is Important.”

“An impossible task,” he was warned.
“You can't reach these unschooled parents.”

“I don’t think we have hard-to-reach par-
ents,” Shephard replled. “We have parents
nobody ever tried to reach before.”

The educator told me about his district.
“Thousands of the famliles are without &
strong father image. Negro men can't get
jobs as easily as Negro women, and 80 they
becomme mere drones in the family or leave
them without a father altogether. The re-
sult is that a pall of insecurity hangs over the
home."”

MOTIVATE THEM

Dr. Shepard Invited parents to meotings to
talk about their children's schoolwork and
future. At first there was only a trickle of
interest, but he persevered. Making the
rounds of his 23 schools, he spoke night alter
night. He concentrated on dollars-and-cents
figures showing that & high-school graduate
can expect to earn perhaps 4,600 a year, &
college graduate $6,300 and up, while the un-
skllled can expect only $32,000 to #3,000—U
indeed automation doesn't steal his job. As
the Shepard gospel spread, the turnout at
these meetings jumped to 400 and 600
persone.

“What do you want us to do?” parents
asked.

“Hea that your children have & time and
place to do thelr homework,” Shepard said.
“Shut off the radio and TV. Look over and
sign homework assignment .notebooks each
week. And get your kids to school every day,
on time. People say the Negro s shiftless.
If this 18 true, the place to cure it Is at
school.”

Such couneeling, routine for most childron,
was unprecedented In the Negro slums. It
took hold. Parents engerly signed a pledge
of cooperation. Bchool attendance that first
year improved, as well as study habits and
scholarship.

Shepard also set about motivating his
principals and teachers. “Stop tcaching by
1.Q.” he sald. “You Enow that Mary tested
119, s0 you urge her on, draw her out, en-
courage her. But Johnny tested only 74
So0, when he doesn’t respond, you pat him on
the bead and say, '‘You've been a good boy,
and you can clean the blackboard.’ I'm ask-
ing you to roll up sleeves and teach as If every
kid had an 1.Q. of 120.”

Teachers were also asked to abandon their
condescending attitude. “You've earned &
degree or two,” he sald,, "and you lve In &
better part of town. But don’t teach as if
you pitled these slum Kkids. Theyre not
stupid.”

The asslstant superintendent launched his
teachers on a program of home visits. Be-
cause of the appalling slum conditions, this
was not popular at first. But today it I8
paying great rewards, in insight and sympa~
thetic understanding. At the schools I vis-
ited, I sensed a heartwarming rapport be-
tween teachers and puplls,

To Interest and Inspire the children,
Shepard {naugurated fleld trips to radio and
television studlos, the 8t. Louls planetarium,
the zoo, museums, parks, and city markets,
“You wouldn’t belleve It,” a principal ex~
plained to me, “but many of these children
have never before seen common vegetables—
a carrot, for example. TheyTe uscd to hom-
iny grits and sowbelly, And, except for these
school trips, they've never been out of their
own neighborhood.”

One problem youngster from A& broken
home—with four different last names in the

A,

family—reported on such & trip for the school
paper. “We've mever had irouble with him
sinee,” his prinelpal told me. "He became
a reporter for his room, and for the first time
in his Hfe he was somebody.”

EARLY AND LATE

‘The schools Inaugurated "Roading Is Fun”
programs for advanced students, and en-
sncouraged the, gifted in mathematica sci-
ence, musio, and art. One group of excited
eighth graders turned up half an hour early
each day for reading cless. Every chlid had
& library card, and school libraries atayed
open some nights to accomnmoxiate avid read-
ers.
Meanwhile, Shepard continued to push his
program-—QOperation Motivation—to convince
parents and students that the result of all
this study would be a decent job with good
pay. He organized teams of successful St.
Louls Negroes to make the rounds of the
Banneker schoois, telling their atories.
“Here Is evldence of dreams come trus”
Shepard says in introducing them.

Among these men are Chester Stovall,
director of welfare in St. Louls and first
HNegro in the mayor's cabinet; and Charles A,
Brown, design engineer for the GJemin!
project with McDonnell Alreraft, who recalls
that he was the only Negro engineer in his
college graduating class. Brown testifies,
“A Negro can be a success In sclence if he's
qualified. I had four offers of jobs when
I graduated from college, all at better-than-
average salaries.” ‘There are other testli-
monials: from a floor sweeper who won his
degree and is now technician in charge of
quallty control for a soft-drink company; a
lending millinery deslgnér, who proudly
proclaims, “Now I use my own name on the
labels'’; a securities salesman; an aerlal-map
maker.

THE PROOF

Sam Shepard clinches each session with
this telling argument: "You've seen here
tonlght what a Negro can do. We don't
have to live In & jungle and exist on rellef.”

After 6 years, Bhepard's faith In his
Negro puplls haa been amply rewarded. In
1067-58, when St Louls began the track
system, the 23 Banneker schools had 47 per-
cent below average (track 3); 48 percent
average (track 2); and only 7 percent In
the top level, or track 1. Today ths Banne-
ker schools have reversed these fgures.
Only 11 percent are in the low division, and
23 percent are superior. School attend-
ance has jumped from the 80's to 9l.1 per-
cent, sand 1 school had a 85-percent at-
tendance figure last year. Meanwhlle, van-
dalism in the schools has dropped signifi-
cantly.

Shepard has recelved many honors for
hle achievement, including the Page One
Award of the St. Louls MNewspaper Gulld,
which saluted him “for service K rendered
through the public school system to the
cause of democracy In the United States.”
He disciaims any miracles. The St. Louis
work, he knows, has just begun, and he still
has two big concerns. One s that the
youngaters' Interest and perseverance be
kept up through high school. Pulled down
by his slum environment, the Negro young-
ster frequently becomes an early dropout
and, unemployed, may turn to delinguency
and crime,

The second mejor concern is jobs. "“There
are still barrlers of prejudlee, and to over-
come them we muet have superior traln-
ing."" Bhepard pays.

Shepard’s achlevement has significance. far
beyond 8t Louis. U.S. cities are gaining
rapidly in Wegro population, with increasing
unemployment, welfare costs, vlolence,
crime. “We are confronted with an Incscap-
able questlion,” says Bam Bhepard. “Is the
white man going to sbandon these citles to
culturally deprived Negroes—with resultant
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chaos—or is he going to bhelp educate them
and save the country from clsaster?”

EOSSUTH DAY

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President,
March 16 has been accepted by loyal
Hungarlans and their friends everywhere
in the world as Kossuth Day, marking
a great event in Hungarian history. In
1848 and 1849 Louis Kossuth led the
Hungerian people in a long, and im-
possible battle against the misery and
suppression of centuries. In the mag-
nificent style of Rakoczi before him and
Imre Nagy after him, Kossith gave voice
to the pent-up protests of the Hungsarian
people against forelgn imperialism. For
the first time in 150 years, the Hungar-
ian love of freedom burst into flame.
The fact that that flame was smothered
by forces of reaction in Europe, as were
s0 many other freedom movements in
those herolc days of 1848, only proved
that Louis Kossuth and his followers
were far ahead of their time, not that
they were wrong.

Throughout 1849 Kossuth at the head
of the national government, and his
generals fought against Austrien in-
vasions. One hundred and Afty thou-
sand Hungarian honved fought against
twice that many better-armed imperial
soldiers. But the Austrians were de-
feated and driven ocut of Eungary. Em-
peror Pranz Josef, of Austria, had to go
to Russia to ask assistance. Finally
Russia and Austria together were able
to crush the frecdom movement. In
1849, just as in 1856, Russia was the op-
pressor of Hungsry, the supporter of
an authoritarian order, rejected by the
people. Louis Kossuth was one of the
original freedom fighters of Hungary.
When his compatroits batfled Soviet
tanks In the streets of Budapest more
than a century after his revolution, his
spirit must have ridden st their shoul-
ders, hoping still for freedom and hap-
piness for his people.

We Americans must take special note
of March 18, Louis Kossuth Day. It
marks the best In hopefulness among
our fellow Americans of Hungarlan orl-
gin, and among all Hungarians. If the
Communists use the name of Louls Kos-
suth it will turn to dust in their mouths.
For Kossuth Day and all it symbolizes
are the very antithesis of Communist
dictatorship. On March 16, 1564, we see
Hungary still not free, still poor, and
suffering under Russian domination.

. But hope is still alive. As long as Hun-

garians remember Louis Kossuth and
the ideals for which he fought, Hun-
garian independentce is not dead. We
joln Hungarians in payng tribute to
Touis Kossuth's ideals. May they vyet
triumph.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there further morning business?
If not, morning business is closed.

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 .

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Chair lays before the Senate
the unfinished business.
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